DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

he came to Windsor with his brother Ernest,, equally
determined that she must say the word now or for
ever hold her peace. At the first sight of him all
hesitation was over. He was perfection, she loved
him more than she could say. It mattered not that
Melbourne still disapproved, or that a very large body
of public opinion shared Melbourne's view, or that
Albert was younger than she. The Queen of England
intended to marry him, and, with loverlike humility,
she thought it a great sacrifice on his part to consent.

The marriage took place on February 10, 1840.
The Queen had ordained that they should have only
two days of uninterrupted solitude at Windsor for
their honeymoon, and when Albert, fearful of being
plunged so soon into the pomp of Court life, asked
for a small extension, she was very much the Queen.
" You have not at all understood the matter," she
wrote to him. " You forget, my dearest love, that I
am the Sovereign and that business can stop and wait
for nothing. Parliament is sitting, and something
occurs almost every day for which I may be required,
and it is quite impossible for me to be away from
London ; therefore two or three days is already a
long time to be absent. I am never easy a moment, if
I am not on the spot and see and hear what is going
on." Perhaps also in the capacity of bride she thought
that the first trial trip of the Victoria and Albert into
the unknown seas should not be without escort for
long, for she added, " I must be surrounded by my
court; I cannot keep alone. This is also my wish in
every way."1 So after two days the Court and the

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, I, i, p. 269.
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